Building with Blocks
Ellen L. Turner

At the MAFA Weekend Workshop this past summer, | took a 3-day class on Building with
Blocks. I'd like to share some of the ideas from this workshop.

Designing with blocks is all about going beyond plain weave and twills, and having some fun
with the world of possible combinations of other weave structures to make your own design.

The idea of using blocks is to provide the overall structure design. Within the design structure,
often called the profile, you can use different threading units.

For the MAFA workshop, | had the draft for Beiderwand. On an 8-shaft loom, with my pattern,
Beiderwand, | can have 3 blocks, usually designated by capital letters:

A = 1-7-8-7-8-2-7-8-7-8
B = 1-5-6-5-6-2-5-6-5-6
C = 1-3-4-3-4-2-3-4-3-4
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Now, | can determine how the pattern will look by the order and number of times | repeat each
block. For example, in the original draft | received for the workshop, the sequence was: A B
CACBA
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In this case, each block was repeated only once. There are many possible ways to form
combinations, i.e. Fibonacci series, alternating two different patterns, alternating positive-
negative.

Once you have a profile that you like, i.e. AB C A C B A, now you can start substituting other
weave structures. A very common combination is turned twill blocks. One block forms right-
hand twill and the other left-hand twill. In another example, the same profile in Summer &
Winter would look like this:



In fact, on an 8-shaft loom, you can have 6 blocks of Summer & Winter. This gives you much
more flexibility to design shapes, such as circles, diamonds, and tables. Using 5 of these
blocks, a Fibonacci series of blocks might look like this A, BB, CCC, DDDDD, EEEEEEEE,
DDDDD, CCC, BB, A.

For rigid heddle weavers, do not despair. The possibility of two blocks is obtained by color or
texture changes, such as dark/light, thick/heavy.

Designing your next weaving project by playing with blocks involves choosing an overall
profile of the size and order of the blocks, choosing the weave structures for each block, and
perhaps even choosing the color and texture of your yarns which can also be defined by the
blocks.

Note: | have not included the tie-up and treadling for this draft, as this article focused only on
the threading blocks. Further opportunities for designing with blocks open up with various tie-
up and treadling combinations.



